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Architectural Tour of W. Carthage 
 

For this tour, you can park at the parking lot at Turning Point Park and cross the bridge; 
walk through W. Carthage observing houses always on your right side.  At the end, you 
will see other homes of interest and the locations of each. 

1 
Beginning on the edge of the State Bridge, on the North 
side, at 4 Bridge, we see a beautiful Victorian house of the 
Italianate style.  This house has many features to commend 
it including beautifully decorated brackets supporting the 
roof overhang, a widow’s 
watch on the shallow hip roof, 
and attractive lintels over the 

windows. 
 
2 On the next corner we see another Victorian house with 
Neo-Jacobean features, including the columns on the 
porch.  Note the second story bay and the dormer on the 
roof.   

3  
28 Bridge is a charming example of Second Empire 
styling.  The Mansard roof is a truly distinctive style 
element.  Bracketed eve cornices, bold window hoods 
and an interesting color scheme are all hallmarks of 
second empire. William Culbertson built this house circa 
1880 and the property was used as a monument works.  
There was an access road from the rear to Jefferson 
Street. 
 

4 32 Bridge Street is an elegant example of the Federal Style, the 
first truly American style.  Note the delicate cornice detail under 
the eves.   The shutters also are part of the Federal Style. The 
columns at the corners are called pilasters 

 
 
5 
The home at 36 Bridge is Queen Anne; the last of the Victorian 
styles.  It typifies the style with a variety of elements and 
decorative shapes; eaves and porches, gables, towers and turrets, 
bay windows, stained glass and wall shingle patterns are all 
common to this style. 
 
 

6 
38 Bridge is an example of Italianate, the most expansive of the 
Victorian styles.  Italianate houses exhibit a stately elegance.  
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The cube-like box of a house with a shallow hip roof is 
the most common type, and the roof cupola is typical. 
 

7  60 Bridge Street is an example of Gothic Revival, the earliest of the “romantic” revival 
styles.  The decorative gingerbread trim of the bargeboards that edge the roof lines, the 
fan design at the peak, the decorated porches and decorative hood molds over the 
windows are all typical. 
 
8  68 Bridge is another Italianate home, with a wing on the 
right side.  Note the attractive entrance with both sidelights 
and transom. 

9 
 The Community Bank at 86 
Bridges was built in a 
modified Federal style.  The 
windows with fanlights above them are typical of the style.  

There is a beautiful example of a Deerfield or Aston door with 
sidelights. 
              10 
71 Bridge is an example of Gothic Revival with tall steep gables of 
intricate design.  Note the interesting lintels and the decoration in the 
gables. 
 

11  The home at 57 Bridge is in 
the manner of the American 
Foursquare, which typically has a simple box shape, 
two and a half stories, and a low-hipped roof with 
deep overhang with a large central former.  There is 
usually a full-width porch with wide stairs. 
 

            12 
53 Bridge is a 

basic Victorian era house with an attractive porch 
featuring spindles and turned posts with brackets 
supporting the trim. 
 
Twin houses always intrigue us as with 49 and 49 1/2 
Bridge.  These are of a modified foursquare style. 

 
13        43 Bridge is an example of the classic Federal house, a 
simple house made elegant by the lines and colors of the home 
and shutters. 
 
14  The house at 41 Bridge has the 
lines of Folk Victorian, but none of 
the embellishments – were they    
“remodeled” away over the years? 
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35 Bridge is also Folk Victorian with a wonderful, probably original, 
porch with pillars, spindle-work and dentil molding on the top edge 
of the porch.               15 

 
16    33 Bridge is a nice example of 
a multi gabled Victorian with multiple bay windows.  
The side porch was once part of a wrap-around and has 
the original pillars and cornices.  Note the acorn pendants 
that hang on each of the window cornices on the second 
floor. 
 
31 Bridge is another example of multi 
gabled Victorian and also has multiple 

bays.  Interesting roof lines are common in these homes.  The porch has an 
ornamental fan over the entrance and the original posts.                          17 
 

 
18     The barn of 27 Bridge is very old and 
was the first Fire Barn for the West Carthage 
fire Department, which was organized in   
1896 with David Trembly as the 
first chief. 
    19 
The house Federal Style house at 

25 Bridge was built by Dr. Hewett in        .  The home has the 
original woodwork and a very beautiful stairway.  While the 
home was being built, Dr. and Mrs. Hewett lived in the house 
next door. 

20  This house at 23 Bridge shares a distinction with several 
others in West Carthage, some of the floors are made with 
the hardwood salvaged from the gym floor of the W. 
Carthage School that burned in 1954. 
 
The formal Italianate lines of the 
Farrar mansion – for many years the 

location of the Scherer Funeral Home – at One Bridge Street was 
built in 1861, has only had 5 owners in its history.      21 
 
From this point – if you would like a side trip, cross over Bridge 
Street and head up Champion Street. 

 
22  13 Champion Street, this beautiful brick federal 
home has a classic doorway with sidelights and a portico 
over the steps; the keystone lintels above the windows 
and the front eave’s dentil brick work are typical as is 
the red brick, dark shutter and white trim color scheme.  
The Federal style is frequently is called “slender in 
proportion and delicate in detail”. 
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      23 
The Gothic Revival at 23 Champion is typical of the richly  
picturesque, charming and comfortable looking.  It reminds 
you of storybook illustrations in which the “fairytale” cottage 
is usually of Gothic design.  The intricate “gingerbread” is 
really a tip-off of the Gothic Revival style. 
 

24   58 Champion Street, currently 56, (Champion 
and Lathrop) the original part of the house (Northern 
part) was built in 1802.  This was a bunkhouse for 
John Lathrop’s cattlemen.  Cattle were kept on the 
property north of and toward the river.  In the cellar 
there is a thick hemlock wall with loopholes cut in the 
wood.  Harold Sanderson’s grandmother, Hattie 
Roberts Sanderson, lived there for over 70 years and 
she explained to Harold that 
the loopholes were cut so the 

cattlemen could shoot wolves without going outside. 
        25 
This pretty Queen Ann house at 39 Champion is one of three in 
West Carthage with a tower or turret.  The original very likely 
had patterned shingle patterns and more decoration than the 
gable trusses that remain.  With the light green, dark green and 
white, the color scheme is traditional. 

26 
The house at 54 Champion is a charming example of 
the Bungalow style.  This was brought by the British 
from India and has a slightly tropical look in the large 
dormer and the roofs that slide down to cover the low, 
open porch – the house may originally had stout tapered 
porch rails. 
 
   27 

This four square house at 67 ½ Champion has the box 
shape, 2 and ½ stories and low-hipped roof with a deep 
overhang.  The large dormer and the full width porch are 
typical.  This style was also called the Prairie Box and 
shared many features with Frank Lloyd Wright Prairie 
architecture. 

 
28 
This Cape Cod at 86 Champion has the typical steep roof 
with side gables, symmetrical appearance with the door in 
the center and shutters.  This 1 or 1 ½ story plan allows 
for living space in the “attic”, the dormers in this second 
floor make it even more comfortable. 
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  This building at 5 Madison is in the Italianate style; the 
most expansive of the Victorian styles it exhibits a stately 
elegance.  The shallow hip roof is typical as are the roof 
brackets.   
 
29 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
30   1 Liberty Street -  Sears Kit House 

 
6 1/2  Liberty Street 

31             Queen Anne Victorian 

 
32      4 Jefferson - Federal 

 
33 3 N. Jefferson 

Period Revival inspired by French Regime. 
The Bell Caste roof on the left and the 
shuttering are French Regime, via Quebec. 

 
34   7 N. Jefferson modified Italianate 

 
35                  18 N. Jefferson 
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Folk Victorian 

 
19 N. Jefferson 

36               Colonial Revival 

 
21 N. Jefferson 

37                  Folk Victorian 

 
38    35 N. Jefferson - Folk Victorian 

 
39                    2 High Street 

 
40               27 Lathrup - Italianate 

 

 
 

41           30 Lathrop – Four Square 

 
42                    21 Madison 

 
43        13 N. Main – Gothic Revival 
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44       17 N. Main – Folk Victorian  

45         26 N. Main – Queen Anne 

 
46                  37 N. Main 

 
47               41 & 41 ½ N Main 

Classic Revival 

 
48                    7 S Jefferson 

 
49         12 Franklin - Four Square 
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